Information on Church Incorporation from NYS Web Site
http://www.dos.state.ny.us/corp/nfpcorp.html

Corporations formed for the purpose of operating a church are generally filed pursuant to the Religious Corporations Law. Corporations with religious purposes, other than the formation of a church, may be filed pursuant to the Not-for-Profit Corporation Law. 
Corporations formed pursuant to the Religious Corporations Law are generally created by filing a Certificate of Incorporation with the office of the county clerk (See Religious Corporations Law, §2.). Corporations that do not have a principal office or place of worship are filed with the New York State Department of State. Certificates of Incorporation for all other religious corporations are filed directly with the office of the county clerk in which the principal office or place of worship is located. The form for filing under the Religious Corporations Law must be drafted by the filer by following the requirements of the Religious Corporations Law. Although it is not required, we deem it advisable that legal papers be prepared under the guidance of an attorney. 
Documents submitted to the Department of State must be enclosed in a white cover sheet that sets forth the title of the document being submitted and the name and address of the individual to whom the receipt for the filing of the document should be mailed. 
Certificates to be filed with the Department of State should be submitted to the New York State Department of State, Division of Corporations, 41 State Street, Albany, NY 12231. The statutory filing fee for filing a Certificate of Incorporation under the Religious Corporations Law is $125. 
Please note that this office does not require or maintain information regarding taxes. Questions regarding tax exemption should be directed to the New York State Department of Taxation and Finance, Corporation Tax Bureau, W.A. Harriman State Campus, Albany, NY 12227, and your nearest office of the United States Internal Revenue Service. 
1. Download Certificate of Incorporation Form (71KB PDF Form) (4 pages) 
1. Instructions for Forming a Not-for-Profit Corporation in New York 
1. New York "Not-for-Profit Corporation Law" Text at NYS Senate Site 
1. New York "Religious Corporations Law" Text at NYS Senate Site 
1. Payment by Credit Card 

